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WELCOME 

Welcome to the Program in Counselor Education. We take pride in the fact that our program 
has been accredited for many years and that it has a strong and vital history of preparing 
graduates to serve in our profession. The students in our program stand on the shoulders of 
many proud graduates and faculty! 

You have decided to become a part of this program by perhaps deciding to obtain an advanced 
degree or add a certification to a present degree. The next few years will challenge you as you 
encounter your classes and practicum and internship experiences. YOU are responsible for your 
degree and obtaining the goals you have for yourself. The faculty is here to create an environment 
for influencing your critical thinking as you master the counseling skills you need to be an effective 
professional counselor serving the public. Our expectations of you are no different from our 
expectations of ourselves--to offer our best, good-faith effort to influence and be influenced by 
others as we seek to develop professionally. 

The Student Handbook for the Program in Counselor Education is intended to offer information 
that will supplement the information noted in the University of Alabama Graduate Catalog. In this 
respect, the Student Handbook offers special information for your use that is not otherwise 
addressed in The Graduate Catalog. The following pages will provide important information you 
need to proceed through the process of pursuing your degree. You will probably have questions 
about the process after you have read the enclosed information. Do not hesitate to ask any of the 
faculty for assistance. 

FACULTY IN COUNSELOR EDUCATION 

Boutin, Dan, Ph. D., LPC, CRC. (2007, Pennsylvania State University). Assistant Professor 

(Rehabilitation Counseling) 

Burnham, Joy, Ph.D., LPC, NCC. (1995, Auburn University). Assistant Professor (School 

Counseling). 

Carmichael, Karla D., Ph.D., LPC, NCC, RPT, (1981, North Texas). Professor. (School Counseling). 

Hooper, Lisa, Ph. D., LPC, NCC. (2003, George Washington University). Assistant 
Professor (Community Counseling). 

Leggett, Mark, Ph. D., LPC (1999, The University of Alabama).  Temporary Assistant Professor 
(Counselor Education). 

Satcher, Jamie F., Ph.D., CRC (1991, Mississippi State). Professor. (Rehabilitation Counseling). 

Wilcoxon, S. Allen III, Ed.D., LPC, NCC (1982, East Texas State). Professor and Program 
Coordinator (Community Counseling). 
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STUDENT HANDBOOK 

PROGRAM MISSION, PHILOSOPHY, AND OBJECTIVES 

PROGRAM MISSION 

The comprehensive mission of the Program in Counselor Education at The University of Alabama 
is to serve a diverse population of students representing a variety of cultural dimensions, 
lifestyles, and capabilities. The priority of the faculty is to train competent, ethical, and 
knowledgeable graduate practitioners and educators in the areas of School, Community, and 
Rehabilitation Counseling at both entry- and terminal-degree levels. 

PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 

The philosophical bases from which the instruction, mentorship, and applied learning in the 
Program in Counselor Education are derived reflect a combination of Pragmatism, Social 
Constructivism, and Phenomenology. These seemingly disparate philosophies appear to 
converge on the basis of the following principles reflected throughout the program curriculum: 

1. Valuing human dignity, social justice, social advocacy, and human worth throughout the 
lifespan is a foundational premise for assumptions about societal and individual change; 

2. In facilitating change, counseling involves art and science combined to maximize 
human potential; 

3. An integration of perceptual, affective, behavioral, cognitive and related aspects of 
ÈÕÍÁÎ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ɉÅȢÇȢȟ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȟ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÓÔÁÎÃÅȟ ÃÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÅÔÃȢɊ ÓÈÁÐÅÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ 
view of life and personal fulfillment; 

4. When supporting the process of change, counseling is a unique relationship that 
advances fulfillment by promoting responsible and considered choice; 

5. Contemporary counseling practice fuses foundational respect for human worth and 
individual uniqueness with the realities of contemporary life in a manner that is both 
effective and efficient, and; 

6. Consultation and collaboration are effective in promoting social and individual change. 

The philosophical emphasis of the Program in Counselor Education is grounded in preventive, 
developmental, and remedial efforts as meaningful responses to those served by program 
students and graduates. A variety of applied approaches is examined and encouraged within a 
framework of practical expectations for change. The basic commitment to facilitating optimum 
development of individuals, family, and communities permeates the efforts of students and 
faculty. 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

The Program in Counselor Education is committed to offering a quality program of teaching, 
research, and service for students enrolled in the program and ultimately for the benefit of the 
people they serve. With a strong belief in the human dignity of the individual, program faculty in 
Counselor Education seek to offer students the opportunity to grow and develop to their fullest 
potential and to promote this attitude as the basis for their service to clients. This notion is a core 
principle for counseling. 
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The complexity of contemporary life requires that helpers be trained and specialized. This 
program acts on the assumption that skills and competencies of counseling can be taught and 
critically reviewed. In addition to teaching counseling skills, program faculty assumes 
responsibility to create opportunities for personal growth and development for students 
enrolled in the various programs of study. Through careful attention to ethical standards and 
professional acculturation, we act to facilitate the conceptualization of a professional role for 
program graduates. Finally, the program encourages students to develop attitudes, values, and 
beliefs that enhance their abilities to work with others in the helping process. 

The specific objectives identified by the Program in Counselor Education are to: 

1. Recruit and select qualified graduate students, with attention given to the inclusion of 
candidates from under-represented populations; 

2. Offer a graduate curriculum of didactic courses, practicum and other clinical 
experiences, and internships which reflect the preparation standards of the 
profession; 

3. Teach graduate level counselors, supervisors, and educators the knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, and philosophical orientation to facilitate their working effectively with 
diverse populations; 

4. Provide specialized programs for the preparation of professional counselors for a wide 
variety of public and private educational and human service settings; 

5. Collaborate with schools and service agencies in planning, in evaluating, and in 
providing experiential opportunities for counseling students; 

6. Provide student with research skills reflecting their levels of preparation and 
instilling commitment to the pursuit of scholarly research; 

7. Provide students with a framework for understanding and addressing professional, 
ethical, and legal issues; 

8. Promote students knowledge and appreciation of professional associations and 
active professional memberships; 

9. Assist graduates and employers in the identification of appropriate placement 
opportunities for graduates; 

10. Gauge the mission of the program by developing and implementing planned procedures 
for the systematic evaluation of program outcomes, and; 

11. Require the use of technology to assist in counseling and related activities. 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The Program in Counselor Education is part of the College of Education. Our program is one of 
many programs that make up the Department of Educational Studies in Psychology, Research 
Methodology, and Counseling. The graduate degree programs in Counselor Education are: (a) 
Masters of Arts degrees in Community Counseling, Rehabilitation Counseling, and School 
Counseling, (b) the Educational Specialist degree in Counselor Education, and (c) the Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in Counselor Education and Supervision. In each of these degree programs, 
students are prepared for endorsement and practice in their respective fields of preparation. The 
various employment opportunities for the various specializations prepare counselors for 
employment in elementary and secondary schools; colleges and universities; rehabilitation 
settings; and community, governmental, and private agencies. Admission into the program 
reflects the requirements noted in the Graduate catalog, using input from faculty and applicant 
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materials. All other information is noted on the program website: 
http://education .ua.edu/psych/counselor/index.html. 

The use of technology as elements of instruction, research, communication, and other aspects of 
graduate study is extensive in our program.  Therefore, all applicants are must supply a 
Technology Assessment document located on the program website.  This assessment is a 
requirement of our accreditation. 

ACADEMIC DEGREES 

COMMUNITY COUNSELING 

The master's degree in Community Counseling is designed to prepare students for employment and 
practice in public and private mental-health settings.  The curriculum offers course work and 
ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÔÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÃÏÕÐÌÅȾÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇȟ 
addictions counseling, play therapy, and similar specialty practice with unique populations or using 
unique methods of counseling. 

REHABILITATION COUNSELING 

The mission of the Rehabilitation Counseling Program is to enhance the provision of quality 
rehabilitation services to individuals with disabilities through the training of qualified 
rehabilitation  counselors to work in public, nonprofit, and for-profit rehabilitation settings. Those 
persons interested in assisting individuals with physical, mental, and emotional disabilities in 
achieving the fullest personal, social, and economic participation of which they are able may want 
a master's degree in Rehabilitation Counseling. These counselors utilize their professional skills 
and knowledge as well as the services of the wide variety of agencies for which they work such 
as; state, federal, community, and private settings and programs. 

SCHOOL COUNSELING 

Students preparing for positions in School Counseling may select concentrations in either 
elementary or secondary emphases. Programs are designed to provide prospective school 
counselors with the skills necessary to establish and conduct effective developmental guidance 
and counseling programs in schools, kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST IN COUNSELOR EDUCATION 

The Educational Specialist degree in Counselor Education is designed to prepare graduates to 
pursue advanced practice and/or administrative opportunities in counseling and related settings. 
Specific foci of the curriculum are in practice, research, and consultation. 

DOCTORATE IN COUNSELOR EDUCATION AND SUPERVSION 

The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) is the terminal degree in Counselor Education. This preparation 
program features a variety of preparation options for students. These include the preparation of 
(a) counselor educators for professional positions in colleges and universities; (b) agency/school 

http://education.ua.edu/psych/counselor/index.html
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administrators; (c) counselor supervisors; and, (d) advanced practitioners in governmental 
agencies, non-profit settings, or private practice.  A common core of preparation in doctoral study 
includes advanced theoretical foundations, counselor pedagogy, advanced practice with groups 
and other counseling modalities, counselor supervision training, and research.   

ACCREDITATION AND CERTIFICATION 

Accreditation is important for you despite the fact that it may appear relatively unimportant at the 
earliest phase of your preparation. Accreditation means that the accredited programs are 
recognized nationally as having met standards of the counseling profession. The institutional 
accreditation by the Southern Association for Colleges and Schools (SACS) for all the programs 
applies to all degree tracks in Counselor Education. Specialty accreditation by the Council for 
Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) ÅØÉÓÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ 
degrees in Community Counseling and School Counseling as well as the doctoral degree in 
#ÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ Rehabilitation Counseling also has 
specialty accreditation from the Council on Rehabilitation Education (CORE). All graduate degrees 
affiliated with training in School Counseling are certified by the State Department of Education 
(SDE) for the State of Alabama.  
 
By graduating from a CACREP accredited program you are eligible to take the National Counselor 
Examination (NCE) administered by the National Board of Certified Counselors, Inc. (NBCC). This 
examination is also the examination required for licensure by the Alabama Board of Examiners in 
Counseling. Similarly, by graduating from a CORE accredited program you are eligible to take the 
Certified Rehabilitation Counselor Examination (CRCE).  Program graduates historically have 
performed at a very high level of proficiency on these national examinations.   
 

COLLEGE AND PROGRAM FACILITIES  

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION COMPUTER LABORATORIES 

The use of technology in both the academic experiences of counseling students and the applied 
work of practicing counselors affords many opportunities for expanding the resources available to 
clients served in a variety of counseling settings. The College of Education has a substantial 
investment in the use of computers and related forms of technology for its students. Three 
Computer Laboratories are available to students, with the main computer facilities located in 
Graves Hall. Computer facilities are available during daytime, evening, and weekend hours through 
the calendar year. Students secure permission to use computer facilities with a simple signature 
on the authorization forms from the Computer Laboratory staff in order to access capacities for 
word processing, data management, electronic communication, and Internet offerings. Students will 
find that computer skills are necessary for their work in many of the courses in their curriculum 
and they are encouraged to seek assistance via formal classes or informal learning, both of which 
can be provided through affiliation with the Computer Laboratory. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE LABORATORY 

The Research Assistance Laboratory (RAL) is a service available to students seeking assistance in 
conducting research, meeting course requirements, or related matters of empirical inquiry. The 
RAL is located at 223 Carmichael Hall and is staffed by professional researchers. The RAL is not 
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intended to conduct the work on one's research efforts but, rather, to assist in problematic areas 
encountered in one's research efforts. The RAL is open during regular office hours. 

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH LABORATORY 

Located in 307 Carmichael Hall, the Qualitative Research Laboratory provides faculty and graduate 
students with access to a variety of sophisticated software and hardware tools to facilitate 
qualitative research. This laboratory is open during regular office hours. 

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES (CAPS) 

Although not a facility in either the College of Education or Counselor Education, the Counseling 
and Psychological Services (CAPS) center is a service available to all University students as a part of 
their student service fee. While a listing of other student services is beyond the scope of a Student 
Handbook, we feel the CAPS is unique for our discipline and our students since issues of 
concern to counseling students can have a negative effect on their services to their clients. The 
CAPS is located in the Student Health Center and is available for student needs on a 24-hour basis, 
though typical services are provided during regular working hours. Students should understand 
that there is no relationship between the Program in Counselor Education and CAPS that might 
infringe upon the confidentiality of services sought by a student. Our program is about the 
provision of training to become a counselor rather than the provision of counseling to our students 
(this would be a dual relationship and an ethical bind for you as well as our faculty). Students may 
contact CAPS at 348-3863. 

COUNSELING LABORATORY 

The Program in Counselor Education includes usage of the Counselor Education Developmental 
Counseling Laboratory, a suite of counseling rooms on the third floor of Graves Hall, accessible 
through Room 318. The Counseling Laboratory is a state-of-the-art facility that features digital 
recordings of pivotal counseling work samples from program entry through practicum work.  
Student and university supervisors have access to live supervision through audio and visual, 
direct and post-supervision methodology, which is archived with the student counseling work 
ÓÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȢ  3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ×ÏÒË ÉÓ ÁÒÃÈÉÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ 
Performance Profile (digital portfolio) from the entry until exit through their program of study.  
Client services are provided without charge.  Clients are identified by case number only and are 
archived for research purposes, as stated in their informed consent.  The suite consists of an 
observation/classroom, large classroom/group room, waiting/group room, two individual 
ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍÓȟ ÓÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÉÏÎȾÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ 
room. Each room has at least two active cameras to digitally record both the counselor and the 
client.  Three of the counseling rooms have the use of two-way mirrors.  All rooms have 
monitoring capabilities for digital recording, streaming video, and instant replay.  The individual 
counseling rooms and the counseling/supervision room have the additional capability of bug-in-
the-ear, intercom communication, teleprompting, and both audio and video bookmarking.  All 
Counselor Education faculty who are supervising students have access to streaming video and 
archived digital recordings from their office computers through a password protected system. 
Students have access to their own digital recordings through a password protected system that 
restricts them to viewing only their own work.  Practicums are scheduled for a minimum of one 
night per week from 5 PM to 8 PM.  Other scheduling of the rooms is provided on a first-come, 
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first -served basis through the coordination of the Counseling Laboratory Assistants in the 
laboratory waiting room, 318 Graves Hall. The telephone number for the Counseling Laboratory 
is 205-348-1193. 

 

STUDENT ADVISING 

PRELIMINARY COMMENTS 

Academic advising for all students is a regular component of your education. Rely on your 
academic advisor to be knowledgeable and aware of ways in which you can pursue your career 
goals in a systematic, sequential manner that will maximize your learning and your efficiency. 
Regular academic advising occurs approximately mid-way during each academic semester and 
during summer, if necessary. Veteran students in Counselor Education have noted that the first 
occasion of academic advising will likely seem chaotic and confusing but subsequent advising tends 
to be easier and more understandable. Again, trust your academic advisor! 

PROGRAM PLANNING RECORDS 

An organized plan for your study is featured in the documents known as Program Planning Records. 
These documents are available through the website, your academic advisor, the program 
administrative staff. The Program Planning Record for your particular degree program is designed 
to prepare graduates to pursue their careers in the various settings or environments in which they 
wish to work upon graduation. Please examine this document and discuss your options with your 
academic advisor! They provide listings of both required courses, options for elective courses, and 
related regulations affecting graduation. Specifically, Program Planning Records are available to 
guide your study for the following degrees: 

Master of Arts in Community Counseling 
Master of Arts in Rehabilitation Counseling 
Master of Arts in School Counseling 

Educational Specialist in Counselor Education 
Doctor of Philosophy in Counselor Education and Supervision 

CURRICULAR STRUCTURE 

Your curriculum is structured in a sequential fashion that provides foundational or "core" courses 
(i.e., those courses whose content are fundamental for any counselor regardless of their work 
setting), as well as track or "environmental" courses (i.e., those courses whose content are specified 
for counselors aspiring to work in a particular counseling setting or environment). Other 
courses exist as either "specialty" courses (requir ed or elective), "professional" courses (as 
required by the State Department of Education), or other course designations. The terminology 
may become confusing, but your academic advisor is aware of their meanings and nuances. Please 
be aware that a structure and sequence does exist to guide your graduate study. 

CURRICULAR INTEGRATION 

While the majority of your courses will be offered through the Program in Counselor Education 
(designated as BCE) many required courses will be offered by affiliated programs. During your 
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academic career, you will likely enroll for courses in Educational Psychology (designated as BEP), 
Educational Research (designated as BER), School Psychology (designated as BSP), and other 
areas. These courses afford the opportunity to take advantage of the expertise of faculty in other 
programs in the College of Education. 
 

YOUR ACADEMIC ADVISOR 

One of the most important people in your graduate career is your academic advisor or major 
professor. Your advisor is your advocate and confidante. Your advisor recommends and approves 
your program plan for your emphasis, monitors your progress, approves course selection, helps 
you in securing practicum placements, serves as a conduit to you regarding faculty evaluations, 
and assists in your job search and subsequent career path. In this regard, academic advising 
involves a great deal more than simply selecting your courses; it is a crucial aspect of your 
career as a professional counselor. 

APPLIED EXPERIENCES IN COUNSELOR EDUCATION 

PREFACE 

While the skills necessary to perform in classroom settings is fundamental to the educational 
process, a significant element of the training program for any degree sought in the Program in 
Counselor Education is the applied experiences. In many ways, the activities associated in typical 
classroom work such as examinations, presentations, research papers, and special projects are the 
building blocks for the work a counselor does in the field: serving their clients! The curriculum in 
your program features a variety of practical, applied requirements. These are typically noted as 
"practicum" or "internship" on your Program Planning Records. As was noted previously, the 
academic advising process is critical in the sequence of your applied experiences in that the 
general rule is "practicums precede internships" and deviation from that sequence is not allowed. 
Again, your academic advisor is quite aware of this principle and will assist in your course 
selection from the annual academic schedule to insure both efficient and effective progress in your 
preparatory program. 

3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÕÍȭÓ ÁÎÄ 
internships involve considerably more "class" time for academic credit than is typically associated 
with semester-hour credits. For example, students completing the course BCE 515 - Practicum in 
Counseling I should be prepared to spend more time in the actual activities for the class than the 
traditional notion ,"3 hours of credit equals 3 hours of class." Furthermore, students should be 
ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÕÍȭÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
internship. These expectations are significant in that students employed on either full-time or 
part-time bases should plan to make arrangements for accommodating practicum and internship 
requirements to complete their degree programs. 

PRACTICUMS 

As an initial experience in applied work, students typically engage in closely supervised work with 
clients in ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÕÍÓȢȱ 4ÙÐÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÕÍ formats involve 2 hours of weekly 
group supervision and one hour of weekly individual supervision with client contact throughout  
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the course. Students may wish to secure practicum placements at distant sites, but the expectation 
for on-campus supervision is not ÃÏÍÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄȢ 3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÕÍȭÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÁÓ ͼ0ÁÓÓȾ&ÁÉÌͼ 
courses, meaning that performance expectations for students in these courses are NOT tied to the 
completion of an academic semester. Since practicums are prerequisites to internships and feature 
expectations for certain skill levels, students may not have achieved this level of skill at the 
conclusion of the semester and, consequently, will not be allowed to proceed to the next course in 
their applied experiences. Such a decision reflects the fundamental commitment our program has 
to quality service to clients, a position we advocate and we expect all affiliated with our program to 
advocate. Practicum placements are typically arranged prior to the semester in which the 
student anticipates enrolling for course credit. Pre-placement arrangements should be discussed 
and approved by the faculty listed in the University Schedule for the section of practicum in which 
the student is enrolled. 
 
INTERNSHIPS  

Subsequent to the practicum requirement/s in your program of study, students complete a 
required, intensive field placement known as an internship. The internship is considered to be the 
culminating academic experience and, consequently, occurs at the end of a student's 
training program. Expectations for internships are rather demanding in terms of placement 
duties and hours of commitment. Essentially, students completing the final internship of their 
academic career have the option of either one full-time (40 hour per week) placement or two (2) 
consecutive half-time (20 hour per week) placement. Student interns perform the duties of a 
counselor in a school or agency of the type in which the student aspires to work upon graduation. 
Students employed in full-time work should anticipate meeting this challenge. The culminating 
internship experience must feature at least 600 hours of internship-related activity in the 
placement with at least 240 of those hours spent in direct contact with clients. As with practicums, 
internship placements are prearranged during the semester prior to enrollment. Students may 
secure internship placements at distant sites but the expectation to attend weekly campus 
supervision is not compromised unless equivalent arrangements can be made with the site 
supervisor. Documents describing elements of internship placements in Counselor Education and 
expectations for site supervisors are provided in the Appendices of your Handbook. 

LIABILITY  INSURANCE 

The University of Alabama participates in a liability coverage program designed by the Office of 
Risk Management.  At no fee, students who enroll in Counselor Education courses designated as 
practicum and internship will have liability insurance coverage automatically engaged for the 
duration of their field placement.  

STUDENT PERFORMANCE PROFILE 

When you first enroll in the initial theories class, you will be expected to secure from the 
Graduate Assistants in the Counselor Education Developmental Counseling Laboratory a login 
and password that will remain with you throughout your work in the Counselor Education 
program.  You will be given key assignments in your classes that will require you to enter work 
in your Student Performance Profile or digital portfolio.  You will be asked to complete the 
information on the student background information which will help to identify you and provide 
you access to this digital record.  Your work will be scored according to selected rubrics 
(checklists of skills designating level of skill) for the required digital recordings.  Your counselor 
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education instructors and you will have access to this ongoing record of your progress in the 
program of Counselor Education.  You may download your profile at anytime for your use, as it 
contains only information about your skill performance level in relation to yÏÕÒ ÐÅÅÒÓȭ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ 
performance.   

STUDENT PERFORMANCE REVIEW 

Each student enrolled in a degree-seeking status in every degree level of study in Counselor 
Education is involved in a Student Performance review near the end of each semester. Such 
reviews are a regular component of the training program. Student reviews are conducted with the 
participation of all Program faculty. Results of student evaluations are entered into each student's 
record and discussed with the student and their advisor. In instances of concern about a student, 
pertinent materials and observations about the student are examined and discussed among the 
faculty and remedial decisions are determined according the Selection, Review, Retention, and 
Dismissal Policy noted in the appendices of the Student Handbook. Due process issues affecting 
student evaluations are followed in accordance with all published guidelines in materials from the 
Graduate Catalog and University of Alabama Handbooks. 

STUDENT PROFESSIONAL GROUPS 

CHI SIGMA IOTA 

Chi Sigma Iota is the international honorary for counseling students and practicing counselors. The 
Rho Chapter of Chi Sigma Iota was awarded to the Program in Counselor Education in 1987. 
Members include graduate students, faculty, alumni and professionals involved in the counseling 
profession who have given evidence of distinguished scholarship and professional service. 

Invitation to join Chi Sigma Iota is provided in the early Spring of each academic year to graduate 
students based on their scholarship. At least a 3.5 GPA must be achieved after completion of twelve 
graduate semester hours in order to qualify for membership in Chi Sigma Iota. Initiation is 
typically conducted during the Spring semester. Activities of Chi Sigma Iota include social 
gatherings, seminar presentations, and other professional educational opportunities. 

JEAN H. CECIL STUDENT CHAPTERɂALABAMA COUNSELING ASSOCIATION 

The Jean H. Cecil Student Chapter of the Alabama Counseling Association is named in honor of the previous 
Program Chair of Counselor Education whose efforts established our program as one of national 
prominence and esteem and whose work promoted the causes of professional counseling in a variety of 
arenas. As a professional body, membership in this group reflects an intention for a student to examine and 
clarify their professional identity. Our program encourages students to become involved in our state 
professional organization (the Alabama Counseling Association) as well as our national organization (the 
American Counseling Association ɀ Web Address: www.counseling.org). 

NATIONAL CERTIFIED COUNSELOR, CERTIFIED REHABILITATION COUNSELOR, 
AND LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR 

A distinct advantage of graduating from a CACREP accredited program is the opportunity to sit for the 
National Counselor Examination (NCE) in the semester when you are completing your course work in 

http://www.counseling.org/
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Counselor Education. The University of Alabama is a testing site for NCE; the examination is typically given 
during the Fall and Spring of each year. Students are encouraged to investigate the benefits of becoming a 
National Certified Counselor during the course of their preparation. 

Students in the Rehabilitation Counseling program are encouraged to sit for the Certified Rehabilitation 
Counselor (CRC) examination. Applications may be submitted during the final semester of study. 
Application materials are available through: 

Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification 
300 N. Martingale Road, Suite 460 
Schaumburg, Illinois 60173 
www.crccertification.com 
847-944-1325 

NCC and CRC status differ from the status of being a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC). Certification 
reflects recognition on a national scale and reflects achievement in academic and applied work to secure 
recognition across the U.S. and abroad. Licensure reflects meeting standards in one's academic background 
and competence based upon the content of state statutes governing licensed practice in a particular state. 

 

Application for licensure in Alabama may be obtained by contacting the Board office at:  

The Alabama Board of Examiners in Counseling 
950 22nd Street North, Suite 765 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
www.abec.alabama.gov 
(205) 458-8716 

STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Students wishing to secure information about student financial assistance are encouraged to pursue their 
inquiry with the Office of Student Financial Aid. The faculty members are always willing to support students' 
attempts to qualify for needed financial assistance. All awarding of financial aid to university students is 
governed by federal regulations which specify both the nature of financial assistance and the requirements 
for demonstrating student need based upon specified formulas. 

 
GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS 

The Program in Counselor Education has a limited number of assistantships to award on an annual 
basis. These assistantships are intended to support the instructional and administrative needs of 
the program and are primarily awarded to students with advanced standing in their degree 
programs. Students are eligible to receive graduate assistantships for up to two (2) consecutive 
academic years, after which time they are ineligible for another assistantship for at least one (1) 
year. 

Some of the responsibilities are staffing and managing the Counseling Laboratory, instructing entry-
level practicums, assisting faculty with their research, and completing administrative duties 
associated with the management of the program. Applications are received throughout the year  

http://www.crccertification.com/
http://www.abec.alabama.gov/
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until March 15, after which time the awarding of assistantships for the subsequent academic year 
is announced. Applications for graduate assistantships may be obtained from the Program 
Secretary or ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ (ÅÁÄȭÓ Administrative Assistant. 

THELMA J. M. SMITH ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP 

The Thelma J. M. Smith Endowed Scholarship is awarded annually to a student seeking a graduate 
degree in Counselor Education at The University of Alabama. Based upon criteria including 
scholarship, leadership potential, character, and need for financial assistance, the scholarship in 
the approximate amount of $1000 will be awarded to a student planning to attend the university 
during the academic year. Preference will be given to persons planning careers as school 
counselors in elementary and secondary schools. Applications for the Smith Scholarship may be 
obtained from the Program Secretary or the $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ (ÅÁÄȭÓ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔȢ 

SANDRA R. APOLINSKY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Established by Mr. Harold Apolinsky to honor his wife, Sandra Apolinsky, this scholarship 
supports doctoral students in Counselor Education at The University of Alabama, specifically 
females returning to graduate school after some years of dedication to family matters such as 
childrearing. Applications for the Apolinsky Scholarship may be obtained from the Program 
3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ (ÅÁÄȭÓ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔȢ 

JEAN H. CECIL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship was established by Dr. Carl E. Cecil, Professor Emeritus of Educational Psychology 
at The University of Alabama to honor the memory of his wife, Dr. Jean Houchins Cecil, Professor 
Emerita of the Program in Counselor Education at The University of Alabama. Dr. Jean Cecil taught 
in the Program in Counselor Education from 1965 until her retirement in 1992. She was an 
exemplary leader of the counseling profession for more than 25 years at the local, state, and 
national levels. This scholarship supports students pursuing degrees in Counselor Education. 
Applications for the Cecil Scholarship may obtained from the Program Secretary or the 
$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ (ÅÁÄȭÓ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔȢ 
 

).&/2-!4)/. &/2 -!34%2ȭ3 345$%.43 

 

MASTER OF ARTS 

All Counselor Education Master's degree programs have a planned program of study. The plan 
follows the appropriate requirements for accreditation in that area. Once an academic advisor has 
been assigned for your program of study, you should make an appointment to discuss your 
preferences and career aspirations. 

The program of study that you accept when you enter the program will be the one you will follow 
until you graduate. If there are any changes, they need to be approved by your advisor. 

ADMISSION FOR MASTERȭS STUDENTS 
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In that this is a "Student Handbook," your receipt of the document is tied to your admission as a 
student in one of the graduate tracks in Counselor Education. However, on occasion, students 
reviewing this document will not be admitted fully into a degree-earning status in a graduate track 
in Counselor Education. In order not to lose academic credits you accrue in this status, these 
students should act quickly to complete a successful application with the Graduate School. Such 
procedures may be discussed with the Program Coordinator of Counselor Education. 

At times, students have been accepted into a specific training track (e.g., Rehabilitation Counseling, 
etc.) to only later learn that they wish to be pursuing a different aspect of graduate training in 
Counselor Education (e.g., Community Counseling, etc.). Should an admitted student wish to alter 
their admission status, they should first contact their academic advisor, then discuss their desire 
with the Program Coordinator, and, finally, submit a change of Goal Statement for Graduate Study 
to the Graduate School. Changes in admission are not automatic and are subject to the availability 
of faculty and program resources that can accommodate such changes. 

MASTERȭS COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATIONS 

Students are required to sign up for the Masters Comprehensive Examination during the semester 
prior to the one in which they plan to sit for the examination. The format for the Masters 
Comprehensive Examination features two components: (a) a Portfolio Presentation, and (b) an 
Objective Examination. The Portfolio Presentation must be submitted to the Coordinator of  
Examinations for the program at least 30 days prior to the objective examination date and will be 
reviewed by the faculty within your environment to determine a "Pass/Fail". If your portfolio 
sample is assessed with a "Fail" judgment you may appeal to the entire BCE faculty for a second 
appraisal of your work. You are required to complete and "Pass" the Portfolio Presentation as a 
prerequisite to your being allowed to participate in the objective section of the examination. 

PORTFOLIO PRESENTATION 

You will be required to submit online the following materials in a digital portfolio for grading. The 
materials may be those selected from classes or especially prepared for the portfolio. All work 
must be free of any grading marks. You will be expected to have the material typed and 
designated/labeled.  

 
APPLICATION PROCESSING FOR COHORT ADMISSION 
 

PROGRAM IN COUNSELOR EDUCATION 

The constraints of faculty resources, load limitations, and current student enrollments in all 
tracks of graduate study in Counselor Education have necessitated close monitoring of 
admissions. In previous years we had been able to evaluate and act on applications throughout 
the academic year. Such "open admission" practices allowed rapid responses for prospective 
students seeking entry into our Program. 

Beginning August 16, 1996, admission decisions for all graduate programs in Counselor 
Education were altered to feature "cohort admission." This practice allows applicants to be 
considered collectively, with an admission decision prior to their planned enrollment in the 
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program.  Admissions are made annually, usually on the second Tuesday in April.  Typical 
enrollment for newly admitted students will be in the following fall semester, though summer 
enrollment may be possible.  Cohort admissions allow our program to comply with accreditation 
standards as well as reasonable load pressures for graduate instruction.  We must sometimes 
reject qualified applicants for our program. However, we encourage these qualified applicants to 
reapply with the next cohort group. 

Please be reminded that delays in processing applications are both necessary and inevitable. In 
this way, we can insure adequate provision of faculty and Program resources for students 
admitted to the Program in Counselor Education. Thank you for your inquiry and/or application. 

MASTERȭS COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATIONS 

 
CURRICULUM VITA 

Your curriculum vita (cv) must include previous work experience, educational experiences, 
professional activities/memberships, honors, professional presentations, and publications. You 
may or may not have all of these, however, you should provide as much information as possible. 
Remember your cv is your professional summary and it is a vital element of your image to both 
peers and the public (it's also the most essential item to provide as you pursue employment 
opportunities).  

PERSONAL THEORY PAPER 

The personal theory paper allows a student to demonstrate their understanding of various 
theoretical perspectives on the helping process with their applied experiences. This document is 
intended to be declarative (i.e., portraying your personal perspective) rather than comparative 
(i.e., selecting various theoretical models and comparing them against one another). In essence, 
this activity is an opportunity for you to articulate what you have learned and what you attempt to 
accomplish in your counseling efforts. Your personal theory paper will present your integration of 
training and experience through a description of the following: 

A Brief Description of Your Theory 

Key Concepts to include: 

View of human nature 
Structure/development of personality  
Philosophical orientation 

Client's experience in therapy 
Relationship between client and therapist 

The Therapeutic Process 

STUDENT SELECTION 

Your selection may be a paper, project, or presentation that you believe represents your best work 
in your area of study and preparation. You should remember that this is your opportunity to be 
creative with your representation of your professional skills and knowledge. 
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PORTFOLIO SUBMISSION  

 

Your portfolio is to be submitted in an electronic form to the Coordinator of Examinations for the 
program.  The use of electronic format is designed for ease of submission, ease of review, and 
fuÒÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÐÅÒ ÁÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 

OBJECTIVE SECTION 

The objective portion of the comprehensive examination will consist of 200 multiple-choice 
items. One hundred (100) questions will be based on foundational courses, which are required of 
all students regardless of program emphasis. The remaining 100 questions will be by program 
emphasis. Students must achieve a score of 70% or higher on the objective section in order to 
pass this section. Students who do not achieve a score of 70% or higher may retake the objective 
section after three weeks. 

Typically, you are provided three and one-half hours (3 1/2) for completing the objective portion 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÅØÁÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÑÕire an accommodation 
beyond the typical examination conditions/stipulates, you should submit such a request in 
writing to the Coordinator of Examinations by no less than one (1) working week prior to the 
examination date. You are encouraged to be familiar with regulations affecting comprehensive 
examinations published in the University of Alabama Graduate Catalog or contact the Graduate 
School for further information.   

Foundational Courses Items 

BCE 512 Counseling Theory and Process 20 

BCE 514 Prepracticum in Counseling 20 
BCE 513 Career Development 20 

BCE 521 Group: Process and Procedures 20 
BER 500 Research Methods in Education 20 

Program Emphasis-Community Counseling 

BEP 560 Life Span Development 20 

BEP 561 Social and Cultural Bases of Behavior 20 
BCE 522 Individual and Group Appraisal 20 

BCE 650 Counseling Strategies for Family Relationships 20 

BCE 518/528 Introduction to Community Counseling/ 20 
Advanced Seminar in Community Counseling 

Program Emphasis-School Counseling 

BEP 560 Life Span Development 20 

BEP 561 Social and Cultural Bases of Behavior 20 
BCE 522 Individual and Group Appraisal 20 

BCE 650 Counseling Strategies for Family Relationships 20 

BCE 510/511/523 Elementary School Guidance/Principles of 20 
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Guidance/Program Development and Management 

Program Emphasis-Rehabilitation Counseling 

BCE 540 Introduction to Rehabilitation Counseling 20 

BCE 541 Case Management in Rehabilitation Counseling 20 
BCE 542 Medical Aspects of Disability 20 
BCE 543 Psychological and Social Aspects of Disability 20 
BCE 545 Assessment in Rehabilitation Counseling 20 

 

INFORMATION FOR EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST DEGREE 
 
The Educational Specialist degree (Ed. S.) is available as an advanced graduate program of study 
for those who already possesÓ Á ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ 
degree is to advance the entry-level knowledge and skills for those seeking to return to a 
graduate program but no seeking admission for doctoral study. 
 
 
ADMISSION FOR Ed. S. APPLICANTS 

In that this is a "Student Handbook," your receipt of the document is tied to your admission as a 
student in the Ed. S. program in Counselor Education. However, on occasion, students reviewing 
this document will not be admitted fully into a degree-earning status in a graduate track in 
Counselor Education. In order not to lose academic credits you accrue in this status, these students 
should act quickly to complete a successful application with the Graduate School. Such procedures 
may be discussed with the Program Coordinator of Counselor Education. 
 
CURRICULAR STRUCTURE 

 
The Ed. S. features great variety for selection of course work for students.  Faculty advising is 
essential in the selection of course work for the Ed. S. degree, particularly for students who may 
be pursuing licensure by the Alabama Board of Examiners in Counseling (ABEC).  The ABEC 
allows for post-graduate course work to be substituted for supervised experience.  However, the 
ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÅÄ ÉÎ !"%# ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÕÃÈ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÂÅ ȰÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÉÎ 
order to be used for this purpose.  Your academic advisor is critical in assisting with any 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÓÕÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÐÔÉÏÎȢ 
 
The curricular structure of the Ed. S. involves Professional courses, Research course(s), and 
Elective courses within the 30-hour plan of study.  A specific field placement is required for the 
Ed. S. degree (BCE 615). 
 
OPTION FOR ONLINE STUDY 
 
A number of online courses are featured in the Ed. S. curriculum.  In this way, students may 
pursue conventional campus courses or online study to complete the Ed. S. degree.  For students 
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pursuing the online option for study, access to technologically adequate resources (e.g., 
computer, high-speed internet service) will be essential.  An established two-year schedule of 
online courses is available for student review. 
 
ADVISING AND BENCHMARKS 
 
As with all graduate programs of study, faculty advising is critical for successful completion of 
the Ed. S. degree.  Students should carefully follow the content and sequence of the CHECKLIST 
FOR COMPLETING GRADUATE STUDY for the Ed. S. degree.  Failure to address each item on this 
document may result in obstacles for graduation, licensure, or other forms of advancement. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PORTFOLIO 
 
The Educational Specialist degree (Ed. S.) is an advanced graduate program in Counselor 
%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ  !ÌÌ %ÄȢ 3Ȣ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ Á ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ÐÒÅÒÅÑÕÉÓÉÔÅ 
for admission into the Ed. S. program.  As with any graduate degree, a final examination or 
project is required for graduation.  The final project for the Ed. S. degree in Counselor Education 
is a student portfolio.  The portfolio requires the student to demonstrate advanced skill and 
ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅȢ  4hus, the Ed. S. portfolio 
should provide cumulative evidence of advanced graduate-level learning that has occurred 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÙȢ  !ÎÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ Á ÐÁÓÓÉÎÇ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
portfolio is allowed three weeks to resubmit the portfolio for re -evaluation.   For students who 
begin study in or after Fall 2008, the following elements of the Ed. S. portfolio are 
required.  Students who begin study prior to Fall 2008 have the option  to meet the 
portfolio requirements under which they we re admitted OR the following elements.  
 
The portfolio consists of two elements .  Element One of the portfolio requires new/original 
work on the part of the student.  No existing course products, assignments, or materials may be 
submitted for this element of the portfolio.  Element One consists of:  (a) Curriculum Vita, and 
(b) an Application Statement ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ BCE 615 ɀ Field Experiences in 
Counselor Education.  Element Two  of the portfolio requires submission of materials related to 
three broad categories of advanced skill or knowledge: (a) Advanced Theoretical 
Skills/Knowledge, (b) Advanced Research Skills/Knowledge, and (c) Advanced Technological 
Skills/Knowledge.  Existing course products, assignments, or materials may be submitted as 
documents for these broad categories. Students may submit new/original products for any 
categories in Element Two of the portfolio. Students must submit at least one document for two 
of the three categories comprising Element Two.  Students may submit multiple documents for 
selected categories, but no more than three documents may be submitted for any category of 
Element Two. 
 
Evaluation of the portfolio will be completed by an assigned member of the faculty in Counselor 
Education.  Grading for each ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÒÔÆÏÌÉÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ȰÐÁÓÓȾÆÁÉÌȱ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÖÉÅ×ÅÒȭÓ 
evaluation of the elements as evidence of advanced graduate skill and knowledge.   All portfolios 
are to be submitted electronically (e.g., CD, digital recording, or other electronic method).  Please 
verify the submission deadline on the Annual Academic Calendar for Counselor Education.  
Students who receive a failing review may resubmit their revised portfolio within three weeks of 
such notice. 
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PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS 
 
Element One - Required New/Original Work (Students must complete each category)  
 

1. Curriculum Vita  ɀ Students must develop and submit a current curriculum vita (cv) 

reflecting a comprehensive summary of educational, employment, affiliation, and 

accomplishment benchmarks and activities.   

 

2. Application Statement - Students must develop and submit an original paper addressing 

selected elements of their experience in BCE 615 ɀ Field Experiences in Counselor 

Education.  This document should use the following list as margin headings for this 

category:  

 

a. Theoretical orientation employed in the placement, 

b. Existing strengths at the beginning of the placement, 

c. New learning during and following the completion of the placement, 

d. Changes in my perception of the population served during the placement, 

e. Reading or research completed prior to and during the placement.  Please use APA 

style, and,  

f. Evidences of ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ-level abilities that emerged 

through the placement.  

 

Element Two ɀ New or Existing Work (Students must select 2 of the 3 following categories)  

 

1. Advanced Theoretical Skill/Knowledge  - Students selecting this option are to provide a 

document to demonstrate how the how counseling theory was addressed in their Ed. S. 

program of study.  The document may be from any course in the Ed. S. Plan of Study that 

is essentially theoretical in nature.  The paper may include theoretical concepts for 

working with special populations, personal theory, or a specific theory the student 

investigated for the class.  Introductory courses and courses dealing with special 

populations may be the best sources for this category. 

 

2. Advanced Research Skills/Knowledge  - Students selecting this option are to provide a 

document to demonstrate how the Research component of the Ed. S. plan of study was 

met.  This component does not have to be from a course with a research prefix.  The 

purpose of this category is to allow students to demonstrate their ability to conduct 

research. (e.g., research paper, project, or annotated bibliography). 

 

3. Advanced Technology Skills/Knowledge  - Students selecting this option are to provide 

a document that demonstrates how technology was used to meet the requirements of one 

or more classes in their Ed. S. plan of study. This component does not have to be from a 

course with a Technology prefix.  The purpose of this category is to allow students to 



Effective 02/01/2008                                                                                                                                          Page 21 
 

 

demonstrate their ability to use technology for counseling-related purposes. (e.g., a 

PowerPoint presentation, homepage designed for a course, digital tape, or other method 

where technology was used to complete an assignment or project). 

 
RELATED ASPECTS OF THE Ed.S. DEGREE 

A common motive for pursuit of the Ed. S. degree is for students to pursue areas of opportunity  
to advance or develop competence.  For exampleȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ 
emphasized competence as a School Counselor may pursue the Ed. S. degree to advance their 
 knowledge and skills for work in non-school settings (e.g., mental health practices).  For all 
students in Counselor Education, the Endorsement Policy adopted by program faculty members 
guides in any portrayal of competencies on behalf of students and graduates, such as letters of 
recommendation.  Students wishing to secure endorsements beyond those for which their 
ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ was intended should consult their faculty advisor for course selection. 
 
On occasion, students pursuing their Ed. S. degree determine an interest in pursuing the 
doctorate in Counselor Education.  Program graduates at any pre-doctoral level of preparation 
are welcome to apply for admission into the Ph. D. program.  However, competition for 
admission into the doctoral program is unbiased and does not favor admission into the doctorate 
for UA graduates over applicants who have graduated from other institutions. 

INFORMATION FOR DOCTORAL STUDENTS 

KEY ASPECTS OF DOCTORAL STUDY 

A variety of elements of doctoral study are discussed in detail in the Graduate Catalog within the 
initial section on "General Information" as well as under the section devoted to a discussion of 
policies concerning the "College of Education." In that the Student Handbook is supplemental to these 
concerns, students are encouraged to examine all relevant areas of the Graduate Catalog to clarify 
the key aspects of doctoral study. Some specific concerns in this regard are: 

1. Residency Requirements 

2. Load Requirements 
3. Time Limitations 
4. Dissertation Enrollments 
5. Degree Requirements 

6. Research Requirements 
7. Foundational Studies 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION AND OVERVIEW 

The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree may be earned in Counselor Education and Supervision. 
Graduate study at the doctoral level requires rigorous application on the part of the student, as 
well as a substantial investment of time on the part of the student's Program Advisory and 
Dissertation committees. Because there is a very real limit to the amount of time and effort that 
faculty can devote to this kind of responsibility, not all aspirants for the doctoral program can be 
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accommodated. Some prospective students must be denied admission despite their apparent 
promise to successfully complete the program if more staff and other institutional resources 
were available. Degree-seeking status in doctoral study involves successful and sequential 
completion of all of the following elements: 

EXPERIENTIAL REQUIREMENT FOR DOCTORAL STUDY 

 
An element of advanced study toward a terminal degree in Counselor Education is applied 
professional experience on the part of prospective students. Thus, one year of paid, professional, 
post-ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ Á ÈÕÍÁÎ-service field is a requirement for students wishing to be 
screened as degree-seeking doctoral students in Counselor Education. Students wishing to 
complete the prerequisite experiential element of doctoral study coincidental with enrollment 
for post-ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ graduate study prior to screening may provide a written petition to program 
faculty for permission to pursue this option. Such requests will be examined on an individual 
basis at regularly scheduled faculty meetings. Decisions will be communicated by the Program 
Coordinator or a faculty designee. 

 
GRADUATE ADMISSION 

As an initial step in pursuing the doctoral degree in Counselor Education, applicants must have 
completed the master's degree and have been admitted, without condition , to The University of 
Alabama Graduate School. As an alternative to this initial step, applicants may be considered for 
admission into doctoral study with conditional admissibility  to the Graduate School plus 
evidence of other factors indicative of promise of success in doctoral study. Such factors would 
include, but not be limited to, the following: (a) national certification, (b) state licensure, (c) 
research and scholarly activity, (d) exceptional professional experience, or (e) exceptional 
academic performance. Consideration of conditionally admissible applicants within the 
alternative option will be based upon faculty judgment. 

Application forms for admission to the Graduate School may be obtained by contacting The 
Graduate School.  Applicants should understand that admission with the Graduate School is only 
the initial step for doctoral study and is not admission for degree-seeking status in pursuit of the 
doctoral degree in Counselor Education. 

PRESCREENING ENROLLMENT AND PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

Students holding master's degrees from programs not accredited by CACREP may be required to 
complete additional courses to meet equivalency standards. Students with degrees reflecting the 
equivalent of the accredited master's degree may begin enrolling for doctoral study. Prescreening 
enrollment is not admission but, rather, an evaluation of an applicant's promise as a doctoral 
student. 

Doctoral Screening typically follows enrollment and performance in graduate courses within the 
Program in Counselor Education as a basis for allowing the students to demonstrate their skills. 
Thus, a student wishing to advance to Doctoral Screening typically would have been admitted to 
pursue advanced graduate study in Counselor Education via application with the Graduate 
School. A student's readiness for Doctoral Screening is determined by verbal or written 
endorsement from two (2) Program faculty; such endorsements are not automatic and may not 
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come during the initial semester of enrollment in Counselor Education. Students who 
successfully complete the Doctoral Screening process may apply previous course work to their 
required doctoral programs of study. 

DOCTORAL SCREENING PROCEDURES 

Doctoral Screening represents a cumulative activity in the admission process for students 
seeking entry into the doctoral Program in Counselor Education. The purpose of the screening 
interview is to allow for a formal evaluation of the student's progress in previous program 
course work and to determine the extent to which the applicant possesses the essential skills 
in written and verbal expression needed for terminal degree work. 

 

Doctoral Screening is a formal interview involving the student and the entire program faculty. At 
an established time, students will appear for a Screening interview of approximately 30 minutes. 
Following the Screening interview, program faculty members participate in a formal vote 
regarding the student's previous work, their interview, and their promise for doctoral study. The 
vote may indicate that: (a) the student is ready to pursue doctoral study in a degree-seeking 
status, (b) the student may need additional work and evaluation (including a subsequent 
Screening interview), or (c) the student does not appear to be ready for doctoral study or the 
program is not equipped to assist the student in pursuing their career goals, thus the student 
should consider terminal-degree study at another institution. As noted in the procedures for 
departmental admission within the Graduate Catalog, program faculty may rely on both factual 
data and clinical judgments in admission decisions. 

The entire faculty functions as the Counselor Education Screening Committee to review 
applications and to interview applicants. Interviews are conducted each academic year, usually 
in February. To assist in making the admissions process as equitable and systematic as possible, 
all faculty members in Counselor Education participate in the Screening Interview and 
evaluation of applicant materials. 

Doctoral Screening consists of three (3) elements: (a) documentation and a writing sample, (b) 
prepared responses to supplied questions, and (c) spontaneous responses to faculty questions. 
Success in the Doctoral Screening interview will allow the student to move in a degree-earning 
status. 

PART I - DOCUMENTATION AND WRITING SAMPLE 

As a prelimina ry phase of Doctoral Screening, applicants must complete a screening file. This 
file must be completed no less than 5 working days prior to Screening and must include the 
following:  

 vita/resume/listing of professional experiences 
 endorsement from two faculty in Counselor Education indicating readiness for 

Doctoral Screening 
 evidence of unconditional admission by the Graduate School 
 formal statement of professional goals 
 transcripts from all previous academic work 
 "Declaration of Intent" form from Area Office 
 one copy of the student's best sample of written work 
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These materials must be received prior to the scheduling the student's Doctoral Screening 
interview. Information concerning deadlines and status reports for Part I may be obtained by 
contacting Area Administrative Staff or the Program Chair. Upon completion of Part I, the student 
may schedule their Screening interview and may obtain their written copy of the questions for 
prepared responses. 

PART II - PREPARED RESPONSES 

As the introductory phase of the Doctoral Screening interview, students will be asked to offer 
their prepared responses to an array of questions. These questions are provided for students in 
the interim period between completion of above Part I and the actual interview for Doctoral 
Screening; early and prompt work will be advantageous. Student's prepared responses are to be 
offered without an means of prompting or assistance (e.g., notecards journal articles, etc.). The 
questions for the Doctoral Screening interview are as follows: 

1. What is your philosophy of counseling? How would you describe the process of your 
counseling? (This question is intended to prompt a clear, concise statement of your 
theoretical model and style). 

2. What do you see as some of the major contemporary concerns/issues in the field of 

counseling? 

3. What do you see as the future directions in the field of counseling? 

4. How do you plan to impact the counseling profession? 

5. What do you think your most notable contributions will be to the learning environment 
within our Program should you be admitted to degree-seeking status? 

PART III - SPONTANEOUS VERBAL RESPONSES 

The student's prepared verbal responses typically prompt discussion, re-examination, or 
elaboration in dialogue with Program faculty. Students should view this phase of Doctoral 
Screening as a nonconfrontational attempt to determine their logic skills, familiarity with in 
professional literature, and experiential maturity, all of which are important aspects of advanced 
study and performance in Counselor Education. 

OUTCOME REPORTING OF DOCTORAL SCREENING 

Following the Doctoral Screening process (above parts I-III), students will be in informed in 
writing by the Program Coordinator regarding the outcome of the faculty vote. If successful, 
students will select a Chair of their Program Planning Committee according to 
Departmental/College policies. If unsuccessful, students will be advised about their options for 
further study in the Program. Students should consult the Graduate Catalog for additional 
information regarding screening and admission decisions. 
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STUDENT MENTORING AS A REQUIREMENT FOR DOCTORAL COURSES 

Ȱ3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ -ÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇȱ - doctoral students engaged in supervising, advising, critiquing, evaluating, and 
encouraging the professional and personal development of masterȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ɉÕÎÄÅÒ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ 
supervision). Student mentoring will be a requirement of the following doctoral classes: 

 

BCE 616 Internship in Counseling (25 clock hours) 

BCE 617 Internship in Group Counseling (25 clock hours) 

Student mentoring may involve, but is not limited to, the following activities: 

 Assisting students in examining a theoretical model or professional issue 
 Assisting student in developing personal position/theory statements 
 Assisting students in critiquing research or other empirical readings 
 Assisting students in participating in a group experience or task 
 Assisting students in evaluating their counseling skills/techniques 
 Assisting students in considering placements for practicums/internships 
 Assisting students in conducting research for projects or assignments 
 Assisting students in examining personal concerns affecting academic 

performance 
 Assisting student in other aspects of personal and professional development 
 Assisting faculty in teaching, supervising, or otherwise instructing classes 

 
Student mentoring is intended to cultivate the supervisor/educator skills necessary for functioning 
as a doctoral-ÌÅÖÅÌ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȢ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÁÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
wishing to secure the expertise and experience of their doctoral colleagues. Doctoral students are 
not expected to engage in ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇȾÐÓÙÃÈÏÔÈÅÒÁÐÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ 
avoid any circumstances posing a possible dual relationship or conflict of interest. Student 
mentoring is to be supervised by the instructor of "#% φρφ ÏÒ "#% φρχȢ ! Ȱ3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ -ÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇ 
0ÌÁÎȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÔÏÒÁÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ 
participation in mentoring activities. Log entries of internship activities will include an accounting 
of student mentoring activities in the same manner as those involving direct service to clients, 
supervision, and related requirements for the doctoral course. A review and evaluation of student 
mentoring will be provided to the instructor of BCE 617 and BCE 617 by the mentees using a form 
adopted by the faculty. 

DOCTORAL PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Upon notification of a successful Doctoral Screening Interview, students are informed of their 
admission into degree-earning status in Counselor Education. At that point, students are to confer 
with the Program Coordinator regarding their options for an academic advisor. The next step in 
the process is to establish a Doctoral Program Advisory Committee. The purpose of this committee 
is to establish a program of coursework that is consistent with the expectations of the Graduate 
School, the College of Education, and the Program in Counselor Education. 

COMPOSITION 

The Ph.D. Program Advisory Committee must consist of at least five members. Typically your 
academic advisor serves as Chair of the committee with other faculty from Counselor Education 


